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PRESS COLOR CONTROL ESSENTIALS

MATCH THE SUBSTRATE. CONTROL THE CHEMISTRY. PROOF WITH CONFIDENCE.
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&P COATED vs. UNCOATED PANTONE COLORS WHAT CHANGES? #3 L* a* b* COLORSPACE NAVIGATION
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The same formula can look different on different surfaces. @ SURFACE SMOOTHNESS Yellow :: . YS Orange
Coated stock is smoother; add .
COATED (C) UNCOATED uncoated is more porous. Black ym ' - Orange
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g Coated shows crisper green red roen red
€ More vibrant color @ Less gloss lines and fine detall.
€) Sharper detail © Sslightly darker or flatter look @ PERCEIVED COLOR STRENGTH <o BS Red L —
€) Ink stays more on the surface €) More absorption into the sheet The same formula can look Green L Deep Red e
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3. WATER BASED INK CHEMISTRY | WHEN CHEMISTRY. DRIETS €3 HAND PROOFE COLOR SWATCH PROCESS
WHY(CHEMISTRY MATTERS £\ Low pH can reduce stability " WHY HAND PROOFS MATTER " STEP-BY-STEP PROCESS | | COMMON PROBLEMS \;
o Affects color strength and shade and affect transfer o Verify the ink formula before production PREPARE THE INK 10 AVO".) |
\ o Irnpacts VISCOSIty and flow A High ViSCOSity can cause o Show how color will appear on the target substrate o @ Mix thoroughly. Check pH, . m or daf:“g"d
@ o iy poor flow and dirty print 0 Check hade: and cilor viscosity (CFU) and let ink if needed. Umv:::ﬁ'sum —
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BINOER o - b recictance | AN OV Viscosity can weaken @ Spot potential over/under-inking, surprises, deviations L R RATE * Too much ortoolitleink |
BALANCED ° " ma e color strength | 0 Reduce trial-and-error, waste, and rework possible. Label the sample clearly. ¢ tlw:ng substrate for |
CHEMISTRY | Helps maintain print consistency A Poor balance can lead to slow = APPLY THE INK comparison
) =5 =T ¢ : o * Incorrect drying or
: © Reduces waste, rework, and & ’:‘_"9;';:;:’ Treance WHAT A GOOD SWATCH LOOKS LIKE ottt el g Y Before evalustion
Frese aclsinents T e e o Smooth, even film RUN THE HAND PROOFER * PoorpH or
ADDITIVES ( inconsistency through the run e co'or - Ve Bia BEre hik on B LS viscosity control
to verify coler color ropeatability. S
WATER-BASED INK CONTROL WORKFLOW * Nostreaks, skips, or chatter ORY/AND EVALUATE T
, MONITOR COLOR SAMPLE OFTEN =/ camsTsanade nd srengt Let the swatch dry fuly. Compare {3 only as reliable as the
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PREPRESS MASTER CHECKLIST
Co;f;rm substrate Review target color Check ink chemistry h Pull a clean hand proof ' Verify appearance,
and Pantone in L*a*b* direction. and pH/viscosity. <& on the actual substrate. %) CONETRNVCHE Sp e (N LD,

reference. and document the result.




